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COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — The executive director of a prisons
oversight committee who faced firing over alleged
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insubordination is in the clear and back on the job, the
committee chairwoman who tried to fire her said Thursday.
Joanna Saul, who runs the bipartisan Correctional Institution
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Inspection Committee, was criticized by the panel's
chairwoman for her handling of a report about the prison
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from Cleveland, confirmed without explanation that she reinstated Saul, who had been
on administrative leave.
"I'm going to let sleeping dogs lie," Smith said. "It's best for everyone involved."

Active Discussions

Saul confirmed her reinstatement but declined further comment. Smith told Saul not to
discuss her return and to direct any inquires to Smith, according to an email Smith sent
Saul on Wednesday obtained by The Associated Press through a records request.
Earlier this week, Smith said Saul was insubordinate for refusing to follow directions
for distributing recommendations about changes to the state's contract with
Philadelphia-based Aramark Correctional Services.
The committee, a legislative panel, held a hearing in July about problems with
Aramark's contract, including running out of main courses, understaffing and a few
reports of maggots in food preparation areas.
State Rep. Bob Hagan, a Youngstown Democrat on the committee and an opponent of
Saul's firing, questioned whether Gov. John Kasich was involved in efforts to fire Saul.
He asked Kasich's office for records Thursday of phone calls back and forth with Smith.
Smith asked last week that Hagan be removed from the committee for "derogatory"
comments he made to Smith.
Hagan said Thursday there was never a clear explanation why Smith wanted Saul fired.
He said Saul has been "a vigilant watchdog" for change in the Department of
Rehabilitation and Correction, which falls under Kasich's office.
"Another day, another conspiracy theory," said Kasich spokesman Rob Nichols. He said
the committee is a legislative panel, and the governor's office plays no role in it.
Smith declined comment.
Saul, 31, has been executive director for four years and earns $60,000 annually.
The panel's "oversight under my direction has truly pushed forward positive change in
Ohio corrections," Saul said in a letter to Smith last week requesting she be allowed to
keep her job.
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Joanna Saul and the rest of the prison oversight committee should investigate why the State of
Ohio is intentionally understaffing its prisons.
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